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Abstract

Freedom entered the Arab society and faced many multifaceted difficulties, one of
which is authoritarianism. The Arab rulers and states, although ostensibly distinguishing
the institution of religion from the institution of the state. But they made religion a tool to
advance their own policies and derived a different meaning from the concept of freedom.
The main question of this article is what the position and meaning of freedom in the face of
government and religion is in the Arab society? The answer to this question is as follows:
Understanding the meaning of freedom is different in Arabic political literature, and
obstacles such as the authority of the state; the possibility and power of the Arab
community in the development and expansion of freedom, to manifest itself in an unstable
way. For this purpose, this article intends to use Max Weber's interpretive-conceptual
method and the conceptual framework of freedom, examine the difficulty of confronting
freedom, state and religion in Arab society from the perspective of Abdullah al-Araw, that
is one of the most famous thinkers in Morocco in the twentieth century. It is shown in this
research that freedom and democracy could not be achieved for historical reasons and
ethnic and cultural backgrounds. Also, religion does not hinder freedom; rather, it is tribal
traditions and governments that have historically impeded freedom.

Keywords: freedom, Arab society, government, Abdullah Al-Arwi, culture, modernity,
religion.
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