Scientific Bi-Quarterly Journal of Shahed University / Political Sociology of Islamic World
Vol.08 / N0.02 / Autumn & Winter 2020-21 (Serial 17)
Research article

DOI: 10.22070/iws.2021.4878.1852

A Critical Study of Barack Obama’s Discourse on the
Iranian Nuclear Issue in his Eight Years in Office

Seyyed-Abdolhamid Mirhosseini '* Received on: 2020/04/28
Accepted on: 2020/08/04

Abstract

Political discourse plays a crucial role in directing thoughts, and discursive
functioning in politics may be placed next to major political, economic, and even
military decisions. Therefore, this study attempts to explore some discursive aspects of
the Iranian nuclear issue as a major concern related to Iran in the international arena
and to investigate the discursive image portrayed in this regard by the American
President Barack Obama during his two terms in office. A body of 377 speeches by
Obama during 2009-2016 was studied based on Van Dijk’s perspectives on “critical
discourse studies” through a mix of lexical search and multiple phases of qualitative
coding. The outcome was a discursive image comprising seven major themes: the
Iranian nuclear threat; America’s will to face this threat; preference for a peaceful
solution; applying all options; universal agreement with America; encountering
internal pressure; and the nuclear agreement as an important success. These themes
illustrate a discursive plan underlying Obama’s speeches aimed at creating audience
consent for American political, economic, and military decisions and actions. Critical
awareness on the part of the audience regarding this kind of discursive images can
create space for critical appraisal of discursive trends, and critical discourse studies can
be employed to enhance this awareness.

Keywords: critical discourse studies, political discourse analysis, Obama speeches,
Iranian nuclear issue.
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13. Let there be no doubt: America is determined to prevent Iran from getting a
nuclear weapon... (2012)
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14. T’ve made clear my determination to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear
weapon. (2013)
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15. Remember, | have always insisted that | will do what is necessary to prevent
Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon, and | will. (2015)
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16. ...my first priority, my first concern was making sure that we got their nuclear
program stopped... (2016)
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17. T have a policy to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon. And... I will
not hesitate to use force when it is necessary... (2012)
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18. The question, then, is not whether to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear
weapon, but how. (2015)
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19. We will support Iran’s right to peaceful nuclear energy... (2009)
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20. We’ve made it clear, time and again, that we respect Iran’s right, like all
countries, to access peaceful nuclear energy. (2010)
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21. My administration will seek engagement with Iran based on mutual interests
and mutual respect. We believe in dialogue. (2009)
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22. We... [are] prepared to pursue diplomatic solutions to address the concerns
over Iranian nuclear programs. (2010)
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23. ...our mission is in Iran... is to dissuade Iran from having a nuclear weapon
through peaceful and diplomatic means. (2012)

(&;La.l..is K} J:Jcha
24. Strong and principled diplomacy is the best way to ensure that the Iranian

government forsakes nuclear weapons. Peace is far more preferable to war.
(2013)
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25. ...we also believe that cooperation and dialogue is the best way to address
challenges between nations. (2016)
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26. ...if the Iranian government continues to undermine the NPT and the peace
that it protects, then Iran will find itself more isolated, less prosperous and
less secure. (2010)
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27. And the intention in setting up those sanctions always was to bring the

Iranians to the table so that we could resolve this issue peacefully, because
that is my preference. (2013)
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28. On lIran, because of the unprecedented sanctions that we put in place that

really did have a crippling effect on Iran’s economy, they’ve come to the
table... (2014)
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29. ...we constructed an extraordinarily effective sanctions regime that pressured
Iran to come to the table to negotiate in a serious fashion. (2015)
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30. Our military remains the ultimate backstop to any security agreement that we
make. | have stated that Iran will never be allowed to obtain a nuclear

weapon. | have done what is necessary to make sure our military options are
real. (2015)
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31. Indeed, the entire world has an interest in preventing Iran from acquiring a
nuclear weapon. (2012)
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32. Through the power of our diplomacy, a world that was once divided about
how to deal with Iran’s nuclear program now stands as one. (2012)
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33. ...That international unity is on display today. The world is united in support
of our determination to prevent Iran from developing a nuclear weapon.
(2013)
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34. ...the world stood with us and we were joined at the negotiating table by the
world’s major powers — the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Russia, and
China, as well as the European Union. (2015)

Ldm‘ —J_.O.Dﬁ LA )l_'S DL eJSUw J“.l" Baaii ] UL€_>- Lf)j él.&g:)‘).)é g Jt.w.l\ Ld L’ QL@.?- Y’Y)

(.L;j)\ i{hw\ﬁ) ‘O’S’v—j A 9 ) LQLJT 44...\..:\).9

35. ...we built a global coalition, with sanctions and principled diplomacy, to
prevent a nuclear-armed Iran... (2016)
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36. If you ask me, would I prefer that Iran never had... anything related to nuclear
power, ...that would be great. But that’s not possible. (2015)
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37. ...That argument is also premised on the notion that... we’re able to keep

sanctions in place with the same vigor and effectiveness as we have right now.
And that, | can promise you, is not true. (2015)
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38. The deal... achieves our top priority — making sure that Iran does not get a

nuclear weapon. (2015)
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39. ...I challenge those who are objecting to this agreement... to explain
specifically where it is that they think this agreement does not prevent Iran
from getting a nuclear weapon... (2015)
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40. This nuclear deal meets the national security interests of the United States and

our allies. It prevents the most serious threat — lIran obtaining a nuclear

weapon... That’s why this deal makes our country, and the world, safer and
more secure... (2015)
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41. As the American people and Congress review the deal, it will be important to

consider the alternative. Consider what happens in a world without this deal.
(2015)
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42. What I haven’t heard is, what is your preferred alternative? ...you should have
some alternative to present. (2015)
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43. Iran has met all of its obligations. It eliminated its stockpile of dangerous
nuclear material. (2015)
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44. This framework would cut off every pathway that Iran could take to develop a
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45. ...Iran will never be permitted to develop a nuclear weapon. (2015)
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46. ...Iran will not get its hands on a nuclear bomb. The region, the United States,
and the world will be more secure. (2016)
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47. The Iran nuclear deal is a big piece of business — because without us having to

fire a shot, we were able to persuade a big, sophisticated country that had a
well-developed nuclear program not to develop nuclear weapons. (2016)
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48. ...Iran has rolled back its nuclear program, shipped out its uranium stockpile,
and the world has avoided another war. (2016)
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