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Abstract

Over the past two years, the Middle East and North Africa have been the scene
of considerable political and social developments, shaking the political structure
and cultural atmosphere of the countries of the region. The term Islamic
awakening is a suitable concept to explain these developments. The hypothesis of
the present paper is as follows: from the viewpoint of the discourse of Islamic
Revolution, the year 1979 has a semantic connection with intellectual grounds of
the movement of Islamic Awakening. The Islamic Revolution of Iran is an
important link in the chain of contemporary Islamic movements and is a new
paradigm which has been challenging the international system since 1980s. The
hypothesis of the present paper is that simultaneous with the victory of the Islamic
Revolution two other factors theoretically contributed to the formation of the
resistance paradigm. One was the publication of the effective book of Edward
Said, Orientolism (1979) and the other The Postmodern Condition of Francois
Leotard (1979). The hypothesis of the present paper will be studied in two
sections: in the first section, the formation of the paradigm of resistance will be
studied while the section will discuss the connections of the said paradigm and the
way of its impacts on the recent developments. The theoretical framework will be
Cohen’s paradigm and the research methodology will be descriptive-analytical.

Keywords: Islamic resistance, Islamic awakening, Middle East, North Africa
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