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Abstract

The issue that this study seeks to address is the analysis of the Alawite discourse in
contemporary Turkey. Alawite discourse is a multidimensional and complex
phenomenon. The Alawites in the Ottoman period, especially in the context of
political and ideological rivalry between the Ottoman government and the Safavid
state, were recognized as Iranian spies or pro-Iranian Shiites and were banned from
any activity. After the founding of the Turkish government in 1923, the Alawite
community of Turkey was allowed to operate and was able to establish a new
discourse. This discourse developed being influenced by the historical identity and
ideological lineage of the Alawites and on the other hand it was influenced by the
political situation and geographical location of this group. The major question of this
research is what semantic signs is the Alawite discourse composed of? This research is
a qualitative research that has used Laclau and Mouffe discourse analysis to analyze
the data. Findings indicate that Alawite discourse, centered on the central signifier of
Turkish nationalism, emphasizes other semantic components and principles such as
secularism, conservatism, tolerance, Alawite identity restoration, democracy and
security.
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