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Abstract

Why did the non-Islamist political groups, and the Iranian people in general,
enthusiastically welcome the protests of the Islamist clergy in January 1978, while many
Egyptians regarded the presence of the Muslim Brotherhood in the revolutionary scene of
2011 with a considerable caution? This paper seeks to answer this question by using the
concepts of ‘attribution of opportunity/threat’ and ‘discursive opportunity structure’ and
the methodological strategy of ‘individualizing comparison’. According to the results of
this study, in Iran in the 1350s, the importance of the struggle against “cultural
colonialism™ in the context of the discourses of "Westernization" and "return to
ideocultural self* had provided the intellectual basis for unity among militant clerics and a
significant number of intellectuals and political groups. Moreover, since the rise of the
clergy to state power was unprecedented in contemporary Iranian history and far-fetched,
other opposition political groups saw the presence of militant clerics in politics as a
political opportunity. Moving from Iran in 1977 to Egypt in 2011, following the end of the
Cold War and due to the effects of the "third wave of transition to democracy,” the
ideology of liberalism became hegemonic worldwide and created many intellectual and
value tensions between Islamists and a number of political groups. In addition to this
discourse change, a combination of reasons led other political groups to view the presence
of Brotherhood Islamists in the revolutionary crisis, if not as a political threat, at least with
great caution, including: A. The emergence of terrorist Islamism in Egypt and the Middle
East; B. The negative image of the Western and Arab media of the results of the Islamic
Revolution in Iran; C. The retreat of the Mubarak government from some of its secular
policies and the consequent strengthening of conservative Islam; D. The emergence and
popularity of the "new preachers” who were personal and ™non-political” Islamic
preachers; And E). The history of the Muslim Brotherhood's long-term presence in official
Egyptian politics and their very high organizational power.

Keywords: Islamism, Opportunity / Threat Attribution, Discursive Opportunity Structure,
Revolution.
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1. Collective behavior

2 . Mobilizing structures,

3. Political opportunity structure
4 . Framing processes.
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2 . Discursive opportunity structure
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1. Paired comparison

2 . Individualizing comparison
3. contrast

4 . nativism

5. Third Worldism
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