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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to outline the future development perspective in the
Middle East region, based on identifying current trends in the region. Based on the
trend analysis model in futures studies, drawing a wise vision of the future of a
country, region or world depends on identifying and analyzing current macro trends at
each of these levels. Large scale developments are those fundamental changes that
have a high range and domain of influence in the light of which the future is built.
According to the above approach, the paper identifies five major trends in the Middle
East region, focusing on the post-2003 period: 1. Intensification of regional unrest; 2.
The crisis of the nation-state structure and the formation of fragile and failed states; 3.
Exacerbating environmental crises; 4. Changes in the pattern of energy production and
consumption and the decline of the Middle East position in global energy supply; 5.
Outflow of human and material capital and the crisis of accumulation. While
describing each of these processes, the article seeks to show that these critical trends
are intertwined and intensify each other and will likely increase in size in the coming
years. The conclusion of the article is that in the context of such macro-trends, it can
be expected that the development outlook for most of the countries in the region in the
coming years will be gloomy.
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