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Abstract

In an effort to accurately assess the results of the Islamic Revolution in Iran, the question
arises: "What factors have influenced the scope and quality of the results of the Islamic
Revolution?" It is assumed that the results of the Islamic Revolution should be evaluated in
the context of Iranian society and Iran's position within the international system.

By synthesizing the perspectives of theorists on the outcomes of revolutions through a
qualitative meta-synthesis method, twenty components influencing the extent and speed of
revolutionary results were identified. Subsequently, their impact on the outcomes of the
Islamic Revolution was evaluated.

Ultimately, the results indicated that numerous factors influenced the outcome of the
Islamic Revolution. These included the many changes that occurred during the period of
multiple rule, the extensive replacement of revolutionaries with elements from the previous
regime, the revolutionaries' success in state-building, the social origins of the leaders, the
capabilities and objectives of the elites who came to power, the ability to establish an
efficient revolutionary organization, the integration of the official government structure
with a political movement, the policies of the revolutionary government, and the presence
of national goals supported by the people.

Additionally, other factors—such as the limited human and material resources available to
the revolutionary political system, inefficient economic institutions, the low level of
economic development prior to the revolution, the high degree of coalition among
revolutionaries, the power struggle among rival groups, the outbreak of civil war, Iran's
peripheral position in the international system, catastrophic events, the dominance of
narrow interpretations of tradition, government bureaucracy encroachment, weaknesses in
ideological creativity, and challenges in sustaining the transformation of cultural
discourse—have constrained the outcomes of the Islamic Revolution. Therefore, the
capture and expansion of the revolution's results must be analyzed in the context of the
conflict between these two groups of factors.

Keywords: Results, Islamic Revolution, Revolutionary Coalition, Ideological Creativity,
Transformation in Cultural Discourse, Efficient Revolutionary Organization, Conflict of
Rival Groups.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: With 47 years having passed since the victory of the Islamic
Revolution and the establishment of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the results and
consequences of this revolution are now evident in the country. When assessing these
outcomes, two conflicting perspectives generally emerge: one views Iran today as
progressing by comparing the current situation with the period before the revolution,
while the other denies any progress by portraying the past in a favorable light,
comparing Iran today with developed Western countries, and emphasizing certain
economic and livelihood challenges. The important point in this context is that, given
Iran's current economic situation, these assessments are predominantly framed in light
of this circumstance. However, to present an accurate picture of the outcomes and
consequences of the Islamic Revolution, both the revolution itself and the performance
of the system it established must be understood within the broader context of Iranian
society and the numerous factors and variables influencing the Islamic Republic of
Iran's performance. Accordingly, the primary goal of this study is to provide a
comprehensive framework for evaluating the results of the Islamic Revolution.

Methodology: This research was conducted using the qualitative meta-synthesis
method. Accordingly, to answer the research question, a comprehensive search of the
literature was performed, and appropriate studies were selected for inclusion in the
meta-synthesis.

Their results were combined, and to assess the validity of the resulting meta-synthesis,
the review method was employed. In this process, all stages of the meta-synthesis
were reviewed and approved by two political science professors. Additionally, the
quality of the initial studies conducted by prominent researchers on the outcomes of
revolutions supports the validity of the synthesis obtained. Accordingly, 20
components determining the extent and speed of revolutionary outcomes were
identified, and in the next step, their impact on the results of the Islamic Revolution
was tested.

Findings: Ultimately, the outcomes of the Islamic Revolution were shaped by
numerous factors. These include the many changes that occurred during periods of
multiple rule, the extensive replacement of revolutionaries with agents of the previous
regime, the revolutionaries' success in state-building, the social origins of the leaders,
and the capabilities and goals of the elites who came to power. Additionally, the
ability to build an effective revolutionary organization, the integration of official
government structures with political movements, the policies of the revolutionary
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government, and the presence of national goals supported by the people all had a
growing impact on the revolution's results. Conversely, other variables limited the
revolution's outcomes. These include the limited human and material resources
available to the revolutionary political system, inefficient economic institutions, and
the low level of economic development prior to the revolution. Further constraints
arose from the high degree of coalition among revolutionaries, conflicts between rival
groups for power, the occurrence of civil war, Iran's peripheral position in the
international system, catastrophic events, the dominance of narrow interpretations of
tradition, government bureaucracy encroachment, weaknesses in ideological
creativity, and difficulties in sustaining the transformation of cultural discourse.
Therefore, the acquisition and expansion of the Islamic Revolution's results must be
analyzed within the context of the tension between these two groups of factors.

Conclusion: According to the presented framework, the differences in the outcomes
and consequences of the Islamic Revolution during its first decade compared to
subsequent decades can be explained by changes in the status of several factors. These
include the intensification of divisions within the coalition of revolutionary forces; the
prominence of traditional interpretations that lack adaptability to social changes;
weaknesses in ideological creativity and meaning-making; deficiencies in the
reproduction and continuation of the cultural discourse emerging from the Islamic
Revolution; unprecedented external pressures; shifts in the social origins of some
political elites; insufficient attention to leveraging revolutionary capacities within the
official government structure; and the weakening of certain statesmen’s capabilities.
Together, these factors have imposed limitations on the Islamic Republic’s ability to
deepen the achievements of the Islamic Revolution.

Finally, it is recommended that other researchers explore additional aspects of this
issue, including the impact of crippling sanctions on the scope and pace of the
outcomes of the Islamic Revolution; future studies on the consequences of the Islamic
Revolution; methods to reproduce the cultural discourse of the Islamic Revolution;
and strategies to enhance semantic and ideological creativity in the present context.

Keywords: Results, Islamic Revolution, Revolutionary Coalition, Ideological
Creativity, Transformation in Cultural Discourse, Efficient Revolutionary
Organization, Conflict of Rival Groups.
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