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Abstract

In recent years, the analysis of speeches by political and religious officials worldwide
has received great attention and interest. One of the most analytically robust and
compelling theories in this field is the speech act theory developed by John Austin and
John Searle. In his theory, John Searle categorized speech acts into five types: declarative,
persuasive, commitment, expressive, and emotional. This article aims to analyze the
speeches and statements of Imam Khomeini (RA) regarding the Palestinian issue through
the lens of the speech act theories of J.L. Austin and John Searle. This research is
descriptive-analytical in nature and employs a method that aligns the subject with the
relevant theory. The statistical population consists of a compilation of speeches by Imam
Khomeini (RA) regarding the Palestinian issue, spanning from 1978 (following the victory
of the revolution) until his passing on June 14, 1989. These speeches are documented in
the book "Sahifeh Imam, which serves as the most comprehensive collection of the written
works and statements of the founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The data collection
method utilized a library approach, employing a card-taking tool and a total count strategy.
The research findings indicated that, out of a total of 419.2 speech acts analyzed in this
text, persuasive acts numbered 868, declarative acts totaled 847, and emotional acts
reached 595, representing the largest categories. In contrast, commitment acts accounted
for 104, while the smallest category was declarative acts, which numbered only 5. The
results indicate the speaker's dissatisfaction with the current situation in Palestine and the
Islamic world. In other words, Imam Khomeini (RA) has sought to express his discontent
to the audience through persuasive, declarative, and emotional statements, aiming to
motivate them to change the existing circumstances.
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