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Abstract

This research investigated the conditions that led to the loss of parts of the
predominantly Sunni regions of Iraq to the benefit of ISIS and investigated the reasons
for this issue considering the nature of the Iraqi government and political forces. The
problem of the research was how the constructivist theory can help explain the role of
the Iraqi government and political forces in the formation of ISIS. The claim of the
research was that the undemocratic and centralist behaviors of a regime within the
framework of identity and conflicting interests cause the opposition to join terrorist
groups because they have no other way to gain power. This issue caused the Sunni
Arabs and the Baathist forces left over from the former regime to oppose the Shiite
government of Iraq and move towards ISIS. The theoretical model of the research was
constructivist, and the research method was descriptive-analytical. Library and
documentary methods were used to collect information. It was found that in analyzing
the factors behind the formation of ISIS, the role of external components and factors
cannot be ignored, but the internal components should not be neglected either.
According to the findings, one of the main causes of the formation and strengthening
of ISIS in Iraq should be considered the rule of the Iraqi Shiite government and the
wrong and sometimes conflicting policies with the interests and identity of Sunni
groups and Baathist forces, which pushed the opposition towards ISIS.
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