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Abstract

One of the key and fundamental variables in recognizing the pattern of foreign behavior of a
state in the international system is understanding the structure of power and how power is
formulated and distributed in a national unit. In this study, using the neoclassical theory of
neoclassical realism, the structure and formulation of power, how the policy-making system,
the decision-making process in the Saudi system and the analysis of the foreign policy of this
country, especially towards the Islamic Republic of Iran have been studied. The reason for
adopting different approaches in Saudi foreign policy is to engineer the asymmetric power
structure in this country. From the beginning of its formation until now, it has been based on the
element of the king as the main nucleus of power. And the behavior of the government in the
foreign sphere has always been a function of the situation and conditions of the king's power in
the political system of this country. By adopting an aggressive approach to foreign policy, the
Saudi regime seeks to manage the internal challenges that threaten and divert it to the external
environment; In order to achieve this goal, the Islamic Republic of Iran, due to its special
characteristics, is introduced as an immediate threat to the surrounding environment. The author
assumes that "the formulation and structure of government power in Saudi Arabia is an
important and influential factor in determining a variety of balancing strategies and facilitating
the threefold relationship of cooperation, competition and conflict in the country’s foreign
policy." Therefore, the purpose of the research is to answer this basic question; "What effect
does the formation and structure of the centralized power in the monarchy in Saudi Arabia have
on the country's foreign policy, especially towards the Islamic Republic of Iran?" Therefore,
considering the power structure in this country, the analysis of the causes of this country's
interventionist behavior and approach in the region is the focus of this study.
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