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Abstract

After the fall of Saddam in 2003, a new socio-political atmosphere emerged in
Irag, in which actors previously deprived of the opportunity to act were able to play a
role in the process of forming a new government. While the United States and its allies
tried to do the same, they manage the process of forming a new government based on
a "top-down government" approach, the Shiite authority, as one of the most important
and influential socio-political actors in Irag, through its active activism, put this
process on the path of "bottom-up state-building" approach. Whereas in the modern
era, the redefinition of the status of "reference" and its active activism has been
influenced by contextual pressures and growing social demands; This article examines
the position of the "authority” as a "strategic actor" and the "authority" as an "informal
institution" in the socio-political arena of lIraq in order to understand how the
authority's authority influences the formation of the government, while explaining the
contextual pressures. To answer the research question, library resources were used for
data collection and descriptive-analytical method was used for analysis of findings.
Using the institutionalist literature and defining the government as a formal institution
and authority as an informal institution, the present article seeks to explain how the
informal institution influences the formation of the formal institution.

Keywords: Irag, Religious Authority, Informal Institution, Strategic Actor,
Government-Building from Below.
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